220                           STRANGE VIGOUR
and both Sun and Ms wife enjoyed their croquet parties and other
simple pleasures. They were, however, too occupied with work to
have much time for anything else.
Once, when the Suns were living in Canton, there was a sudden
threat from a War Lord who brought his troops close to their house.
Sun, with characteristic bravery, decided to go and reason with the
man but the situation was dangerous and he did not want to leave
his wife alone, especially after her previous exciting escape from
a somewhat similar affair. So lie ordered a Canadian, who served
on his personal staff as a general, to remain behind and protect
Madame Sun if need arose. Sun went off, alone, to his hazardous
task, but when Chingling discovered what had happened she in-
sisted the general should hurry after his leader. In such ways Ching-,
ling was always concerned for her husband's safety, but she had
more cause to be worried by his health. She noticed, as did others,
that he was sometimes unduly tired and overstrained. In one way
it was unfortunate that Sun's subordinates in the party were mostly
young men of the student class. There were few of his own age on
whom he could rely and, as happens so often with outstanding
leaders, Sun found it hard to delegate duties. He became more and
more difficult to work with. He knew what he wanted and, having
worked so much alone, his impulse was to deal with details which
he should have left to others. In this way he gave himself insufficient
rest and, also, earned a reputation for being arbitrary and obstinate.
During May 1924 the Peking government concluded an agree- -
ment with Russia .and an ambassador occupied the Russian Lega-
tion. It was the first occasion in modern times that a foreign country
had sent such a high ranking diplomat to reside in China; a point
which gratified the Chinese and further antagonised the officials at
the other legations. A few months later war broke out between
Peking and a War Lord in the Yangtze valley, and Sun decided to
support the Yangtze faction. Sun and Chiang Kai-shek set out from
Canton for the north after issuing the inevitable "manifesto*'. It
gave the aims of the Kuormotang in foreign affairs after the expected
unification of China;
"Tbe first duty after the battle is won will be to use the power of the Revohi-
tiocary Government to clear out all sinister influences of counter-revolution
in cider to prepare a clear road towards freedom and self-government. We
shall then demand the revision of unequal treaties and the abolition of all
special privileges in order to protect our national interests in foreign relations
and to eradicate the imperialist influence in China, New treaties will be con-